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Studio Hiten Bawa (Studio HB) focuses on accessible architecture 
across wide variety of architectural and urban design projects in 
South Africa from housing to offices, retirement homes, educational 
institutions and public transportation projects. We aim to transform 
the built environment to become more inclusive and accessible to a 
wide spectrum of people possible including people with disabilities, the 
elderly and children. 

Studio HB is a private company (Pty Ltd) with registration numbers 
2016/468358/07, owned and managed by its founder, Hiten Bawa. 
Studio HB is an exempted Micro enterprise (EME) and Level 1 B-BBEE 
company.

Accessible shower

Pull-out racks

Pull-down rail

1. About Studio HB

Hiten Bawa
Hiten Bawa is a qualified architect with over 6 years of experience 
and an internationally registered Accessibility Consultant with Global 
Alliance on Accessible Technologies and Environments (GAATES).

Hiten specialises in working with clients and architects on designing 
accessible environments and ensuring compliance with access related 
matters during the design stages of work. He had audited a number of 
buildings for the University of Johannesburg, Wits University and the 
Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET). 

He presented his work on Universal Access at conferences focused on 
disability issues and transformation.

Professional Qualifications:
2013 Master of Architecture (Prof), University of Cape Town. 
2012 Bachelor of Architecture (Honours), University of Cape Town.
2011 Bachelor of Architectural Technology, University of Johannesburg.

Professional Affiliations:
South African Council of the Architectural Professions (SACAP)
South African Institute of Architects (SAIA)
Global Alliance on Accessible Techonologies and Environments 
(GAATES)

Tel: +27 (0)11 646 7419
Cell/FaceTime: +27 (0)83 305 0367
Email: hiten@hitenbawa.co.za
Web: www.studiohb.co.za

Management Profile & Qualifications 
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project experience

Employer, contact 
person & telephone no.

Description of event Detail of work undertaken, nature of 
work & value

Date undertaken

ARG Design
Alastair Rendall
studio@arg.co.za
+2721-448-2666

Johan Oosthysen

Savage & Dodd Architects,
Heather Dodd
heather@savagedodd.
co.za 

Martin Engelbrecht Architects.
Raakhee Suka-Nathoo
raakhee@mea.co.za

Wits Campus Development & 
Planning Unit
Emmanuel Prinsloo
emannuel.prinsloo@wits.ac.za.
+2711 717 9014

Wits Campus Development & 
Planning Unit
Emmanuel Prinsloo
emannuel.prinsloo@wits.ac.za.
+2711 717 9014

LHA+UD
Ludwig Hansen. 
ludwig@ludwighansen.co.za.
+2711 486 1468. 

Implementation of Section A, B & C 
of the Rustenburg IPTN system in 
Rustenburg, North-West Province.

Alterations to an existing retirement 
home for private clients with 
disabilities.

Johannesburg Social Housing 
Company (JOSCHO) 
Standardised housing research 
project.

Disability Access Report for a trade 
licence application at the City of 
Cape Town.

City of Joburg Office Space 
Optimization Project (OSOP) 
involving the design of new 
municipal offices in each regions.

New Disability Rights Unit office for 
Wits University.

New urban foyer for Wits University, 
Braamfontein West Campus.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
The project was aimed at redesigning 3km of 
roadworks within Rustenburg CBD and constructing 
new BRT bus stations for Rustenburg RRT along 
Nelson Mandela Drive, President Thabo Mbeki Drive 
and Oliver Tambo Drive. The project included the 
following:
- Development of project-specific Universal Access 
standards and guidelines
- Review of all engineers’ drawings to ensure that 
the project was in line with National Department of 
Transport requirements
- Audit appriasals
- Design pedestrain crossings, layout of drop-kerbs 
and tactile ground surface indicators.
- Landscaping layout and details.
- Overseeing the implementation of Universal Access 
standards on engineers’ drawings 

PROJECT VALUE: R1,5 BILLION

URBAN DESIGN
The project aimed to address the urban decay in 
segregated urban nodes and providing access to 
municipal services in each regions. 
The project included the following:
- Urban design framework
- feasibility studies
- bulk calculations
- architectural proposals
- 3D renderings & visualizations

HIGHER EDUCATION 
Assisted with the drafting of the project brief and 
product specifications for the client. 
Access audits of construction drawings and 
implementation of accessible features.

PROJECT VALUE: R 800 000.00

HIGHER EDUCATION 
The project involves:
- Access audits of existing environment. 
- Access audit of construction & landscaping. 
drawings including details for accessible features. 
- Consultancy services to appointed contractors.

PROJECT VALUE: R 3 000 000.00

December 2016 - March 
2018

February 2018 - June 2018

August 2018

September 2018

2015 - 2016

2016

2014-2015

RETIREMENT HOME
Internal renovation of an existing retirement home 
in Montana Truine, Pretoria, to be fully accessible 
for an elderly couple. This include remodelling the 
kitchen and bathrooms with accessibilty features.

PROJECT VALUE: R 800 000.00

SOCIAL HOUSING 
The research project was a collarboration with 
Savage & Dodd Architects on the feasibility of 
standardised housing plans. Drafted a report on 
accessibility guidelines for social housing in South 
African context.

PROJECT VALUE: R 200 000.00

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
Disabilty access audit of council submission 
drawings of an existing KFC fast food outlet in Hout 
Bay, Western Cape.

2. Project Experience
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As access consultants we look at how diverse PEOPLE use space with 
ease and identify potential barriers to access. We believe that everyone 
should benefit from an accessible environment be it a parent using a 
pram, a tourist with a roller luggage, a visually-impaired person, your 
grandparents, a fireman or a paramedic using a stretcher bed. 

We are here to make your building design and environment 
accessible through one of our service offerings:

•	 Disability Access Audit of conceptual drawings through to 
construction drawings and compliance with various legislative 
requirements relating to occupational health and safety, fire protection, 
access and employment equity.

•	 Performance Solutions for access issues in line with SANS10400 
and ISO 21542 guidelines. (to resolve access barriers that are already 
built that may be justified as being acceptable.)  

•	 Project specific design guidelines and standards for social housing, 
public transportation, educational institutions and other building 
typologies.

•	 Bespoke design solution to suit a particular individual need.

•	 Home modifications with barrier-free living solutions.

•	 Creating accessible units in social housing and residential 
developments. 

•	 Dementia design and aged care solutions.

•	 International projects outside of South Africa are required to meet 
strict building codes relating to access prior to building approval. We 
can ensure your designs comply with a particular country’s building 
codes.

•	 Issue Form 4, Certificate of Completion to prove compliance with 
accessibility requirements and certify your property as accessible. 

3. What we can do for you
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Project:
Year: 
Location: 
Client: 
Budget:	
Services:

Description:

House O Retirement home	
2018.
Pretoria. South Africa.
Private
$76 000.00
Full architectural services.

House O is an internal renovation of a existing retirement home in Montana Truine, Pretoria. 

The owners are a retired couple with one using a motorised wheelchair for mobility. The existing 
house was renovated to be fully wheelchair accessible in all spaces and be accommodating of the 
clients’ immediate and future needs. Doorways have been widen to 900mm clear width to allow 
for wheelchair access and fitted with sliding doors instead of hinged door panels.  

The kitchen was remodelled with low counter top, shelvings at maximum height for reach, drawers, 
pull-out racks and carousels for hard to reach areas. 

Bathrooms were reconfigured with the correct sanitary fixtures, leg room under the basins, flexible 
hand-held shower units in the bathtub and shower cubicle. Built-in-cupboards were designed with 
sliding doors, drawers and pull-down rails to enable reach and ease of storage from a seated 
position.

The driveway and entrances were re-paved to eliminate the existing steps and steep slopes. All 
of the above changes provided the homwowners full access to their surroundings and a sense of 
independence in carrying out daily activities.

4. Examples of Accessible Architecture
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Series Legend
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ARAF Access Floor Layouts

ARFS Fire Services

ARSL Signage Layouts

ARRF Finishing Schedule

ARJD Joinery Details

ARTD Tiling Layouts

ARSD Steelwork Details

ARDS Detailed Sections

ARDP Detailed Plans

ARPT Partition Layouts

ARKL Kitchen Layouts

ARCS Column Schedule

ARWI Window Schedule

ARWD Window Details

ARSF Shopfront Schedule

ARDR Drainage Layouts

ARSW Stormwater Layouts

ARWS Water Reticulation

ARMU Council Submission

ARPL Plans

ARES Elevations and Sections

ARCE Ceiling Layouts

ARCO Co-ordination

ARCD Construction Details

ARDO Door Schedules

ARDD Door Details

2017.05

109 Clovelly Road, Greenside, 2193. Johannesburg, South Africa.
Cell: +27 083 305 0367

Email: hiten@hitenbawa.co.za
www.hitenbawa.co.za ⎮

SACAP Reg. no: Pr.Arch 24751446
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Staircase note:
3000x1000mm LSF staircase
12 steps
180mm risers, 250mm treads
⌀50mm handrail at 1m height in line with
SANS10400:S

LSF wall note:
9mm fiberboard poly-plastered with
15mm EPS board on vapor
membrane
102mm Cavitybatt glasswool
insulation, 15mm fire-stop board
Rhinolite & painted to architect's
spec.

LSF wall note:
9mm fiberboard poly-plastered with
15mm EPS board on vapor
membrane
102mm Cavitybatt glasswool
insulation, 15mm fire-stop board
Rhinolite & painted to architect's
spec.

LSF wall note:
9mm fiberboard poly-plastered with
15mm EPS board on vapor
membrane
102mm Cavitybatt glasswool
insulation, 15mm fire-stop board
Rhinolite & painted to architect's
spec.

LSF wall note:
9mm fiberboard poly-plastered with
15mm EPS board on vapor
membrane
102mm Cavitybatt glasswool
insulation, 15mm fire-stop board
Rhinolite & painted to architect's
spec.

Raised flower bed at 5 - 7 courses
above FGL with cement-based
waterproofing.

Ramp note:
1500 x 2600mm ramp to
slope at 5° pitch.

⌀40mm double handrails at

450mm & 900mm height to
comply with SANS10400:S

Ramp note:
1500 x 3500mm ramp to
slope at 450mm & 5° pitch.

⌀40mm double handrails at

900mm height to comply with
SANS10400:S

Ramp note:
1500 x 3390mm ramp to slope at
5° pitch.

⌀40mm double handrails at

450mm & 900mm height to
comply with SANS10400:S

Ramp note:
1500 x 3500mm ramp to slope
at 5° pitch.

⌀40mm double handrails at

450mm & 900mm height to
comply with SANS10400:S

2 000l RainCell conservancy tank for

rainwater harvesting on 85mm paving
area on well compacted fill.

Two 2300x2700mm,10 000l

conservancy tank for rainwater
harvesting on 85mm paving area on
well compacted fill.

Level access from parking
area to entrance door
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Erf/ Portion
Address
Site Area (m²)

Town Planning Scheme Johannesburg Town Planning Scheme 1979
Zoning
Height Zone 0

PERMISSABLE CONTROL
3 storey Height

70% Coverage
1 387,79 Coverage (m²)

2,10 Floor Area Ratio
4 163,36 Floor Area (m²)

0,1bay per child, 1 bay per
teacher = 20 parking bays Parking

6,1m along street boundary

2m on two sides

704,00
0,29

579,00
18 bays. Mini-buses will be 

available for kids to use.

Building lines
6,1m

North boundary AB & South
boundary CD

Residential 1

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL MEASURES
ACTUAL
1 Storey
35,51%

ZONING INFORMATION

COVERAGE SCHEDULE

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
79 of 242/53-IR Victory Park
42 Ley Rd, Victory Park. Johannesburg
1982,55

STAND AREA (sqm) 1982,55
EXISTING FLOOR AREA (sqm) 266,00
DEMOLISHED BUILDING (sqm) 266,00
NEW BUILD FLOOR AREA (sqm) 579,00
TOTAL FLOOR AREA (ex+new) 579,00
TOTAL F.A.R. 0,29
TOTAL COVERAGE 704sqm / 35,51%

Erf/ Portion: 79 of 242/53-IR Victory Park  

1 0

Ground Floor Plan

1:100

Mezzanine level - Maintenance residence

1:100

N

Project:
Year: 
Location: 
Client: 
Budget:	
Services:

Description:

New Montessori Preschool 
2017-2018, awaiting council approval.
Johannesburg. South Africa.
Private
$600 000.00
Full architectural services.

A new preschool for 136 children is currently being proposed in place of a dilapidated house. 
The school consist of seven classrooms and two playgrounds designed to fit the Montessori 
teaching requirements. Universal Access and accessibility is included in the design of the school 
to accommodate children with disabilities.
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Project:
Year: 
Location: 
Clients: 
Budget:	
Services:

Description:

Rustenburg Rapid Transit BRT system
2016-2019, under construction.
Rustenburg, South Africa.
Rustenburg Municipality 
$126 millions
Disability access consultancy, urban design and landscaping.

Studio HB was appointed as sub-consultants with ARG Design to assist the project engineers 
and architects with universal access & landscaping drawings. Three kilometres of roadwork 
in the CBD area had to be redesigned and co-ordinated with other engineers’ drawings to 
accommodate a Bus Rapid Transit system while ensuring accessibility for pedestrians, motorists 
and people with disabilities. 
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LANDSCAPING AND UNIVERSAL ACCESS AT
PRESIDENT MBEKI DRIVE

2 OF 3

GENERAL NOTES

ALL RELEVANT DETAILS, LEVELS AND DIMENSIONS ARE TO BE
CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK. ANY
DISCREPANCIES ARE TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ARCHITECT IMMEDIATELY.

THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ERRORS RESULTING FROM MISINTERPRETATION OF THE
DRAWINGS.

ALL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
NATIONAL BUILDING REGULATIONS SANS 0400 AND LOCAL
AUTHORITY REGULATIONS.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE GIVEN IN MILLIMETERS UNLESS
OTHERWISE STATED.

DO NOT SCALE THIS DRAWING.

RRT/CBD/LSC - 906
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Standard controlled drop kerb with

warning & directional pavers

Standard uncontrolled drop kerb

with warning tactile pavers

Standard vehicle crossover with

warning tactile pavers

New street trees

(species to be determined)

Edging

Infill paver - forecourt

Banding

Delineator paver - Pedestrian /

cycle way

Infill paver - Pedestrian / cycle way

Cadastral Boundary

LEGEND

THIS DRAWING TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH :

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 980

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 981

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 982

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 983

TACTILE PAVER - 400x400mm

Directional Tactile Ground Surface

Indicator

Tactile paver - 400x400mm Warning

Tactile Ground Surface Indicator

GENERAL NOTES:

- All header courses that form edging to paved areas and paths to be bedded on min.

100mm concrete benching with haunching to outer edge of pavers.

- Ground adjacent to edge of pavers and paved areas to be cleared of all concrete,

cement and rubble and finished level with the edge of the paving.

- All dimension need to be verified on site first

- All dimensions are approximates

PAVING SETTING OUT NOTES:

- The vertical setting out grid is to be measured off the centre line of the pedestrian crossings

at 1500mm either side of the centre line.

-The horizontal setting out grid is to be measured off the centre line of the pedestrian

crossings, parallel at 1500mm either side of the centre line.

-Refer to station specific notes on drawing in cases where pedestrian crossings are not square

or parallel to each other

-Header course banding must stop at inner edge of edging header courses. Edging header

courses must be continuous.

-Tree hole positions to be confirmed on site in relation to services, traffic lights and sight-lines

by the civil engineer. Any proposed changes to be reported to the landscape architect.

TACTILE PAVER SETTING OUT NOTES:

- Directional indicators set out off full warning indicators.

- Cut warning tactile pavers on edge of cycle/pedestrian path furthest away from line of

directional indicators.

- Cut directional indicators at a point ±midway between warning indicators, never at the

interface with a warning indicator.

- Tactile directional indicators to run through header courses except at the interface or

cycle/pedestrian way and forecourt.

- Where two direction tactile indicators join at an angle (e.g. 45°), cut both blocks to ensure

cut faces are equal in length and adjoin neatly and precisely.

- Tactile paving setting out to be confirmed on site

CYCLE PATH NOTES:

Adjust 3m width of cycle path to suit brick module to avoid brick cuttings as required.

Seat

Drinking fountain

Bollard lighting

Pedestrian way tactile indicator

Cycle way tactile indicator

Ø250mm Bollard

Setting out point

Street light to engineer's spec.
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LANDSCAPING AND UNIVERSAL ACCESS AT
PRESIDENT MBEKI DRIVE

1 OF 3

GENERAL NOTES

ALL RELEVANT DETAILS, LEVELS AND DIMENSIONS ARE TO BE
CHECKED ON SITE PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK. ANY
DISCREPANCIES ARE TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE
ARCHITECT IMMEDIATELY.

THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR
ERRORS RESULTING FROM MISINTERPRETATION OF THE
DRAWINGS.

ALL WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
NATIONAL BUILDING REGULATIONS SANS 0400 AND LOCAL
AUTHORITY REGULATIONS.

ALL DIMENSIONS ARE GIVEN IN MILLIMETERS UNLESS
OTHERWISE STATED.

DO NOT SCALE THIS DRAWING.

RRT/CBD/LSC - 905
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Standard controlled drop kerb with

warning & directional pavers

Standard uncontrolled drop kerb

with warning tactile pavers

Standard vehicle crossover with

warning tactile pavers

New street trees

(species to be determined)

Edging

Infill paver - forecourt

Banding

Delineator paver - Pedestrian /

cycle way

Infill paver - Pedestrian / cycle way

Cadastral Boundary

LEGEND

THIS DRAWING TO BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH :

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 980

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 981

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 982

RRT/CBD/DET/UA - 983

TACTILE PAVER - 400x400mm

Directional Tactile Ground Surface

Indicator

Tactile paver - 400x400mm Warning

Tactile Ground Surface Indicator

GENERAL NOTES:

- All header courses that form edging to paved areas and paths to be bedded on min.

100mm concrete benching with haunching to outer edge of pavers.

- Ground adjacent to edge of pavers and paved areas to be cleared of all concrete,

cement and rubble and finished level with the edge of the paving.

- All dimension need to be verified on site first

- All dimensions are approximates

PAVING SETTING OUT NOTES:

- The vertical setting out grid is to be measured off the centre line of the pedestrian crossings

at 1500mm either side of the centre line.

-The horizontal setting out grid is to be measured off the centre line of the pedestrian

crossings, parallel at 1500mm either side of the centre line.

-Refer to station specific notes on drawing in cases where pedestrian crossings are not square

or parallel to each other

-Header course banding must stop at inner edge of edging header courses. Edging header

courses must be continuous.

-Tree hole positions to be confirmed on site in relation to services, traffic lights and sight-lines

by the civil engineer. Any proposed changes to be reported to the landscape architect.

TACTILE PAVER SETTING OUT NOTES:

- Directional indicators set out off full warning indicators.

- Cut warning tactile pavers on edge of cycle/pedestrian path furthest away from line of

directional indicators.

- Cut directional indicators at a point ±midway between warning indicators, never at the

interface with a warning indicator.

- Tactile directional indicators to run through header courses except at the interface or

cycle/pedestrian way and forecourt.

- Where two direction tactile indicators join at an angle (e.g. 45°), cut both blocks to ensure

cut faces are equal in length and adjoin neatly and precisely.

- Tactile paving setting out to be confirmed on site

CYCLE PATH NOTES:

Adjust 3m width of cycle path to suit brick module to avoid brick cuttings as required.

Seat

Drinking fountain

Bollard lighting

Pedestrian way tactile indicator

Cycle way tactile indicator

Ø250mm Bollard

Setting out point

Street light to engineer's spec.
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Employer:

Project:
Year: 
Location: 
Clients: 	
Services:

Description:

Ludwig Hansen Architects & Urban Designers 

New Disability Rights Unit Office	
2016
Wits University, Johannesburg. South Africa.
Wits Disability Rights Unit
Access consultancy

Assisted with the drafting of the project brief and product specifications. Access audits of 
construction drawings for barriers and implementing accessibility features.

Employer:

Project:
Year: 
Location: 
Clients: 	
Services:

Description:

Ludwig Hansen Architects & Urban Designers

New Urban Foyer for Tower of Light, West Campus.
2014 - 2015
Wits University, Johannesburg. South Africa.
Wits Campus Planning and Development Unit.
Disabiltiy access consultancy

Access audits of construction and landscaping drawings of appointed architects. Developed 
detail layout drawings for handrails and tactile ground surface indicators.

Developed a comprehensive Universal Design Standards and Guidelines for Wits University.
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